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The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) ordered all work, except for 
cleanup, halted at a Patriot Coal coal preparation plant that spilled more than 100,000 gallons of 
coal slurry into Fields Creek in Kanawha County on Tuesday, February 11. Patriot's Kanawha 
Eagle Prep Plant will remain idle "until the company has eliminated the potential for further 
pollution." It is believed a valve malfunctioned in a slurry line at the preparation plant sometime 
after 2:30a.m. Tuesday, allowing 108,000 gallons of coal slurry to escape into the creek about 
six miles above the Kanawha River. (Mark Ferrell 304-542-0231) 
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